minutes:updated August 2012 JIW
Liver Sub-committee of BSG Pathology Section
Meeting 10th November 2011

Chilworth Manor, Southampton

Present: Stefan Hubscher (chair), Chris Bellamy, Rob Goldin, Alastair Burt, Judy Wyatt (minutes).
Apologies: Steve Ryder, Jo Mathew

1. Minutes of last meeting – accepted.

2.  Matters arising from minutes, not covered elsewhere in agenda:

Chris Bellamy described the liver GAP analysis recently undertaken in Scotland, assessment of liver services.  Quality of Pathology was included as part of the Quality of service.  The responders to the questionnaire survey indicated there was sufficient support for specialist liver pathology referrals – however, CB was the only pathologist cited as providing this.  

3.  EQA scheme. 
Circulation D1 and E1 for discussion during the meeting later today.
Additional comments from the open meeting:
a.  Members had found the surveymonkey format user friendly; they mainly drafted the responses on the word document then pasted into the on-line response template, therefore had a copy of their responses. 

b.  There was much discussion on assessment of fibrosis stage and its role in the EQA. Agreed that in future, cases where this is important – must include a connective tissue stain which will be scanned and put on the website; it is not possible to produce 20 copies of both H&E and additional stain. 

c.  Cases with no consensus – these are often the most educational.  Proposal to make best use of educational opportunity by inviting an ‘expert’ to describe their approach to diagnosis.

Circulation F1 extended deadline will close on 23rd August – 71 responses received by initial deadline ready to be collated by JIW.  Circulation G1 cases selected- meeting with Louise on 16.08.12 to finalise arrangements.
Louise is contacting members with <2/3 participation in recent circulations.
Meeting early in 2012 to discuss service provision, use of EQA, recommendations to go into tissue pathways document.  This could also include audit data from the RCR liver biopsy audit, and development of evidence based pathology project from Ken Fleming.  The aim would be to produce guidance, illustrations and recommendations analogous to breast cancer screening document.  

JIW raised this meeting proposal during the EQA open meeting – any interested members are invited to attend.  Following the meeting: This is now arranged for Tuesday 3rd April, from 1pm. Venue: Leeds as convenient to committee members (meeting room booked for this date).   
JIW to produce draft second edition of Tissue Pathways – aim to do this in August.

Level of detail – aim to be similar to GI & pancreatic Tissue Pathways.  2012 endocrine pathways is model for current formatting..

Two projects – evaluating fibrosis reproducible scoring (KF) and discripancies between primary and secondary report. - JIW & Sue D, needs pilot to decide how to assess and if worth doing. 

Also, JIW assessing 16g v 18g for quality of sections produced – using quantitation of cross section area.  
Updated EQA SOP (3rd Version 2011) – this was discussed by the RCPath National Quality Assessment Advisory Panel in October 2011 – awaiting formal acceptance.  .   Accepted 
4.  CPD meetings – continue same pattern
a. Liver biopsy in the assessment of medical liver disease meeting, March 29th 2012. 

3rd year: most presenters are intending to get new cases together.
Provisional RCPath dates for March 2013 – 15th or 22nd March – SGH to determine date for 2013.
b. Transplant meeting, Thursday 17th November 2011. Has been hard work to get cases for circulation etc. but felt to be valuable occasion; additional projects not viable.  Next year  Leeds – The date will be Thursday 15th November.  Could consider biopsy topic in main meeting on 16th Nov e.g. role of protocol biopsies.
This year’s meeting on 15th november, St James’s hosptial Leeds. Email letter to Louise 22.08.12 for forwarding to pathologists in liver transplant centres. I’ve contacted clinicians making the programme re including histology e.g. protocol biopsies. I understand that live donors and hepatitis C are proposed topics – although the latter on Thurs afternoon, so clashes with histopath meeting.. 
c. BSG/ACP Liver update meeting 2012 in Leeds – local organisers will be JIW (liver) and Nigel Scott (GI) and will be on 6th (Liver) and 7th (GI) December at Weetwood Hall, Otley Road, LS16 5PS.

Draft programme attached.

5.  Liver Dataset and Tissue Pathway

 Dataset Submitted 07.11.11; RCPath arrange review by other professional bodies.  Now on RCPath website, published June 2012
Tissue pathway – 1st version in 2008.  Aim to produce 2nd edition in 2012. 

6.  BASL 

 SGH has been pathology representative on committee since 2004; before that was AB.  There is inclusive committee structure with broad representation.  The committee is being restructured to respond to events in British hepatology, into 3 subcommittee structure  - service, research, teaching/training.  Graham Foster (BASL President) is agreeable to maintaining pathology representative; proposed to share role – RG with research and JIW with service provision and teaching/training.  Meetings usually take place in London or at BASL meeting venue. 
I’ve not heard anything, and not contacted Graham Foster myself. Service provision –would be useful to involve clinical view in pathways.  
7. AOB

RCPath proposed new Workload units were discussed briefly; considered appropriate to first approximation; facility for an additional DCC allowance for other related activities e.g. specimen photography, clinical discussion, internal referrals (approx 0.5-1.0 PA/week) 
Annual report for RCPath Sub-specialty advisors’ committee sent; attached for information.  JIW attended the meeting on 15.11.11.  

National Liver Disease Strategy: no meetings for a long time, but Clinical Advisory Group meeting on 29th November – JIW sent apologies.  There will be a strategy document produced, but no draft circulated yet.   No more info on this.
8. Date and time of next meeting –

8.30am on 06.12.12 – breakfast meeting before liver meeting in Leeds.  
JIW
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